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Abstract: This paper analyzes Shimazaki Tdson’s autobiographical novel When the Cherries
Ripen in connection with its publication medium, ‘Bunshd Kurabu’, one of the most widely read
contribution magazines of the Taisho period. Such magazines had become popular around the
turn of the century; by encouraging readers to send in their contributions to be judged by
famous writers (and published as a prize, if they were deemed worthy), they were, on the
surface, signaling towards the possibility of any reader to become a writer, while in reality
shaping a new type of readership, ready to identify the modern writer with a role-model, idol-
like existence. Thus, the elevated status of the Taisho writer often turned him into a “man of
character” and moralist, who used the space provided by magazines to educate his future
readers, and shape their perceptions about his own works/ public persona. My paper discusses
Toson’s novel as a representative of this tendency, interpreting it not only as a mere reflection
of the author’s life, but also as part of the broader historical and cultural context, which had
made autobiographical novels and the surrounding media discourse an important locus for the

virtual encounter of writers and readers.
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